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1 . A method^ for communicating between a check 
processing system )^nd a non- compatible check sorter, 
comprising : 

accessing a ^ICR buffer for the check sorter, the 
MICR buffer comprising f^ICR data retrieved from a check; 

generating a T^ocess buffer based on the MICR 
buffer, the process buffeA standardized for a plurality of 
disparate types of. check sorters; 

receiving a plurality of feature instructions for 
the check based on the proces^ buffer; and"^ 

communicating the f^ature^- instructions to the 
check sorter for processing of Vhe^check 

2. The method of Claim 1, Vhe standardized process 
buffer comprising a format compatible with a check sorter 
compatible with the check processing, system. 



20$; 



The method of Claim 1, the MICR data comprising 



an account number Vo^^ the check. 
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4. The methodXof Claim 1, the feature instructions 
comprising an endorsement instruction operable to control 
endorsement of the check by the check sorter. 



30 



5. The method of Claim 1, the feature instructions 
comprising a microfiliti instruction operable to control 
recording of a microfilm image of the check by the check 
sorter . 
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6. The metnod of Claim 1, the feature instructions 
comprising a digita\_ima ge instruct i on_operable to control 
recording of a digital image of the check by the check 
sorter. \ 

7. The method \of Claim 6, the digital image 
instruction further operable to specify at least one of a 
plurality of digital \ capture options, the options 
comprising the recording\of a front image of the check and 
the recording of a back J mage of the check. 

8. The method of Claim 7,. the options further 
comprising a black and wh:.te image, a gray scale image, and 
a color image. 

9. The method of Claim 1, the feature instructions 
comprising a pocket selection instruction operable to 
direct the check to a specified pocket. 

10. The method ft Claim 1, the non- compatible check 
sorter comprising bA IBM 3890 or 3890/XP series check 
sorter. / 
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11. A method for emulating a compatible check sorter 
for a check processing system, comprising: 

accessing a iviJCR buffer for the check sorter, the 
MICR buffer comprising I^ICR data retrieved from a check; 

generating a process buffer based on the MICR 
buffer, the process buff eA standardized for a plurality of 
disparate types of check sorters, the standardized process 
buffer comprising a format Compatible with the compatible 
check sorter; 

receiving a plurality of feature instructions for 
the check based on the process ©uffer; and 

communicating the feaVure instructions to the 
check sorter for processing of th^ check. 



15 12. The method of Claim 11, the MICR data comprising 

an account number for the check. 



13. The method ®f Claim 11, the feature instructions 
comprising an endorsement instruction operable to control 
2 0 endorsement of the che;ck by the check sorter. 

>f Claim 11, the feature instructions 
comprising a microfillm instruction operable to control 
recording of a microfilm image of the check by the check 
25 sorter. 
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The method 
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15. The method of Claim 11, the feature instructions 
comprising a digitap. image instruction operable to control 
recording of a digital image of the check by the check 
sorter . 
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16. The mefthod of Claim 15, the digital image 
instruction furthen operable to specify at least one of a 
plurality of digd>tal capture options, the options 
comprising the recorcLLng of a front image of the check and 
the recording of a back image of the check. 

17. The method pf Claim 16, the options further 
comprising a black and white image, a gray scale image, and 
a color image. j 

18. The method of Claim 11, the feature instructions 
comprising a pocket /selection instruction operable to 
direct the check to a/ specified pocket. 

19. The method of Claim 11, the compatible check 
sorter comprising an IBM 3890 or 3890/XP series check 
sorter. / 
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20. A system for handling checks, comprising: 

a sorter operable to retrieve MICR data from a 
plurality of checks; 

an emulator coVipled to the sorter, the emulator 
operable to access the M^ICR data, to generate a process 
buffer based on the MrfR data, the process buffer 
standardized for a pluralitiy of disparate types of check 
sorters, and to generate a plurality of feature 
instructions for each check b\sed on the process buffer; 

a check processing system coupled to the 
emulator, the check processing >system operable to receive 
the process buffer from the emulator; and 

the emulator further operable to communicate the 
feature instructions to the sortfer, the sorter further 
operable to process the checks pased on the feature 
instructions . 



21. The system of Claim 20, the Standardized process 
buffer comprising a format compatible v\)ath a check sorter 
20 compatible with the check processing system. 



22. The system of 



aim 20, the MICR data comprising 
heck . 



an account number for the 

0 

25 23. The system of ClaUm 20, the feature instructions 

comprising an endorsement imstruction operable to control 
endorsement of the check by \he check sorter. 
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24. The system of Claim ^0, the feature instructions 
comprising a microfilm instri^ction operable to control 
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recording of a \icrofilm image of the check by the check 
sorter . 

25. The systei^ of Claim 20, the feature instructions 
5 comprising a digital \image instruction operable to control 

recording of a digital image of the check by the check 
sorter. 

26. The system Claim 25, the digital image 
10 instruction further operable to specify at least one of a 

plurality of digital Vapture options, the options 
comprising the recording on a front image of the check and 
the recording of a back image of the check. 

15 27. The system of ClaVm 26, the options further 

comprising a black and white ir^ge, a gray scale image, and 
a color image . 

28. The system of Claim 2 0,Vthe feature instructions 
20 comprising a pocket selection instruction operable to 

direct the check to a specified pocke^t . 

29. The system of Claim ^0, the check processing 
system non-compatible with the check sorter. 
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30. The syst^ Claim 29, the check processing 

system compatible wi^h ^n IBM 3890 or 3890/XP series check 
sorter . 
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31. A systeta for communicating between a check 
processing system \and a non- compatible check sorter, 
comprising : 

logic store^ on at least one computer-processable 

medium; 

the logic operable to access a MICR buffer for 
the check sorter, the MVIICR buffer comprising MICR data 
retrieved from a check, \o generate a process buffer based 
on the MICR buffer, the fJorocess buffer standardized for a 
plurality of disparate types of check sorters, to generate 
a plurality of feature instructions for the check based on 
the process buffer, and \to communicate the feature 
instructions to the check sVprter for processing of the 
check . 

32. The system of Claim 3 A, the standardized process 
buffer comprising a format compatible with a check sorter 
compatible with the check processing system. 



20 33. The system ofXciaim 31, the MICR data comprising 

an account number for th© check. 
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34. The system of ClWim 31, the feature instructions 
comprising an endorsement tnstruction operable to control 
endorsement of the che^Vby the check sorter. 

35. The system of Cl^im 31, the feature instructions 
comprising a microfilm instruction operable to control 



recording of a microfilm 
sorter . 



image of the check by the check 
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36. The sysfeem of Claim 31, the feature instructions 
comprising a digital image instruction operable to control 
recording of a dig^ital image of the check by the check 
sorter . 
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37. The systeVn of Claim 36, the digital image 
instruction further operable to specify at least one of a 
plurality of digitial capture options, the options 
comprising the recording of a front image of the check and 
the recording of a baSck image of the check. 
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38. The system] of Claim 37, the options further 
comprising a black ancj white image, a gray scale image, and 
a color image. 

39. The system /of Claim 31, the feature instructions 
comprising a pocket/ selection instruction operable to 
direct the check to k specified pocket. 

40. The syst^ of Claim 31, the non-compatible check 
sorter comprising / an IBM 3890 or 3890/XP series check 
sorter . 
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41. A system for\ emulating a compatible check sorter 
for a check processing system, comprising: 

logic stored on at least one computer-processable 

medium; 

the logic operable to access a MICR buffer for 
the check sorter, the MIGR buffer comprising MICR data 
retrieved from a check, to venerate a process buffer based 
on the MICR buffer, the process buffer standardized for a 
plurality of disparate tyges of check sorters, the 
standardized process buffer comprising a format compatible 
with the compatible check sorter, to generate a plurality 
of feature instructions for theVcheck based on the process 
buffer, and to communicate the feature instructions to the 



check sorter for processing of tl 



check . 



42. The system of Claim 41, tihe standardized process 
buffer comprising a format compatible with a check sorter 
compatible with the check processingV system. 
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43. The systenXof Claim 41, the MICR data comprising 
an account number for\:he check. 

44. The system of Slaim 41, the feature instructions 
comprising an endorsementX instruction operable to control 
endorsement of the check bV the check sorter. 



45. The system of Cl< 
comprising a microfilm i: 
recording of a microfilm 
sorter . 



aim 
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41, the feature instructions 
truction operable to control 
linage of the check by the check 
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46. The system of Claim 41, the feature instructions 
comprising a digital image instruction operable to control 
recording of a digital image of the check by the check 
sorter . 



47. The system \ of Claim 46, the digital image 
instruction further operable to specify at least one of a 
plurality of digital capture options, the options 
comprising the recordinjg of a front image of the check and 



the recording of a bac 

48 . The system 
comprising a black and 
a color image . 

49. The system o 
comprising a pocket 
direct the check to a 

5 0 . The system c 
sorter comprising an 
sorter . 



image of the check, 

of Claim 47, the options further 
vhite image, a gray scale image, and 



: Claim 41, the feature instructions 
selection instruction operable to 
specified pocket- 

f Claim 41, the non-compatible check 
IBM 3890 or 3890/XP series check 
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51. A check soVter, comprising: 

a MICR reader operable to read check information 
from a check processed Vby the sorter; 

a digital imaging system operable to image a 
front and a back of the l^heck processed by the sorter; and 



a controller r 
the check information, t 



sponsive to instructions based on 
le controller operable to control 



of the front and the bac 



the digital imaging syste n to selectively image one or more 



of the check. 



52. The check soJter of Claim 51, the controller 
further operable to control the digital imaging system to 
image the front of the ycheck in black and white, gray scale 
or color. 

53. The check /sorter of Claim 51, the controller 
further operable to/ control the digital imaging system to 
image the back of l^e check in black and white, gray scale 
or color. 
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54 . A method for imaging a check during check sorting 
operations, comprising : 

reading check information from the check; 
determinii\g an imaging option based on the check 
information, the imaging options comprising no image, a 
front image, a back image, and a front and back image; and 
selectively imaging the check based on the 



imaging option , 



55 



The method 
determining 
information, the imag 
gray scale, and color; 



f Claim 54, further comprising: 
an imaging type based on the check 
ng types comprising black and white, 
and 



imaging the check based on the imaging type 
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